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Many companies have asked suppliers to begin using RFID (radio frequency identification) tags by

2006 RFID allows pallets and products to be scanned at a greater distance and with less effort than

barcode scanning, offering superior supply-chain management efficiencies This unique

plain-English resource explains RFID and shows CIOs, warehouse managers, and supply-chain

managers how to implement RFID tagging in products and deploy RFID scanning at a warehouse or

distribution center Covers the business case for RFID, pilot programs, timelines and strategies for

site assessments and deployments, testing guidelines, privacy and regulatory issues, and more
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Radio-frequency identification (RFID) is all the rage now. Unfortunately, most of the hype is for

high-frequency RFID, i.e. 915 MHz and above. High-freq RFID systems are incredibly complicated,

and are difficult to set up and get into good working condition, mostly because high-freq RFID is

HIGHLY susceptible to electromagnetic interference, plus interference from water, liquids, metal,

etc. People also need to be familiar with LOW-FREQUENCY RFID, which I'll get to in a



moment.While Wal-Mart and the DoD are leading the push to integrate high-freq RFID into everyday

supply-chain systems, many of the systems simply don't work; again, because of the limitations I

discussed above.RFID for Dummies is a decent primer for HIGH-FREQ RFID, not low-freq RFID

(125-134 KHz frequencies in the U.S.). In fact, the book only mentions low-freq RFID a couple of

times. There's a tried-and-true system for low-freq that's been around for more than 15 years, while

this high-freq RFID stuff has been struggling like a lost babe in the jungle.This book, again, is not for

low-freq RFID, which is now used to track and ID animals, humans, medical devices, weapons,

sensitive items, automobiles, gas cylinders, trees, etc. The high reliability of low-freq is

unquestionable.More about this book: the physics section is weak, at best. The author obviously

wasn't a physics or electrical engineering major in college or grad school. Too bad, because many

people out there could use a good lesson in HOW RFID works. Some good diagrams and figures

woulda done the trick here. I've talked with dozens of people who are now implementing RFID in

their work, and ALL of them commented that they would love to see a simple set of figures and

diagrams that illustrate how the technology works.
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